Red Lion’s Ranking System

White Lion
USCF (Unrated-800)
After the initial consultation; the beginner stages are here at the white level.  Majority of students will be placed into this category if they do not have chess experience or just learned how to play.  They may understand the rules and movements but over had no formal coaching on chess theory, tactics, or strategy. A strong chess foundation will be set here into these bright new chess players. Players can stay in the level for up to a year before promoting to Green. Students can promote to Green by chess tournament rating or outperforming their peers.

Green Lion
USCF (800-1200)
At the Green level it is obvious the student has the basics and can win most games against others who don’t play chess. Green level students understand broad themes but lack consistency. Many players in the green level still have not participated in a tournament. Students will learn strong openings, strategies, attacking the king, defending against basic checkmates, and chess history until they are ready to promote to Blue.

Blue Lion
USCF (1300-1600)
At the Blue level it is assumed the player has been in tournaments to achieve this level of strength. The game becomes more unforgiving here; blunders are punished, and loose pieces can often lose the game on the spot. Tactics get more complex, discussions become more in depth, and the instructors’ expectations increase to maximize the strength of the student. Blue Level players promote to Red by improving in tournaments or simply outperforming their peers.

Red Lion
USCF (1600-2000)
Red Level classes is where chess could be considered serious; players concentrate on the details of the Opening, Middlegame and Endgame. Classroom lectures become advanced and multiple themes will be expected to be learned.  Blunders at this level are punished and a few mistakes and your back to the drawing board. Students in this level will take a deeper dive into chess history and be able to recognize famous chess games and former world champions.

*At the current time Red Lion is teaching classes only up to 2000 level*
Description of ELO Strength Levels

Unrated (UNR) – You have never played and are new to chess tournaments.
USCF 100-400 - Most young children and beginners will begin in this range. 
﻿USCF 800 - A player is familiar with the basics and can recognize or perform certain Chess tactics and checkmates.
USCF 1200 - This player has some knowledge of chess strategy and could have played in a few tournaments; this is the beginning stages of intermediate chess.
USCF 1600 - A strong scholastic Chess player; it is here where blunders can outright end a game, and often these players are among the top scholastic players.  On average this strength level is stronger than 90% of players.
USCF 2000 - Expert or Professional chess is played at this level. At 2000+ the player is well versed in all phases of chess and is enroute to becoming a master.
USCF 2200 – Master who is represented as in the top 1% of all chess players. This level of understanding takes 5+ years of dedication and thousands of games.
USCF 2400 - Senior Master. The top title given by the US Chess Federation. A formidable chess master that can compete with all but the world's best. This level typically will take 10+ years of tournament chess and training.
USCF 2500+ - Players of this rating will typically be International Masters (IM) or Grandmasters (GM), the top titles in the world given by the international governing body of Chess, F.I.D.E.
